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heavy temporary economic sacrifices, will be great. But it is
difficult to believe that the cost in terms of social disorganization
can be avoided. It has not been hitherto, in areas of rising
standards of living. And it is still more difficult for an anthro-
pologist to believe that this is the infallible panacea for all
colonial problems.

Where social evolution is ccncerned the margin of unpredict-
ability is enormous, even in our own society. In the colonies,
owing to the neglect of social research in the past, lack of data
makes prediction still more chancy. Thus the kind of colonial
social structure that may emerge as a result of such a policy is
anyone's guess. It is a wise precaution that makes the most
zealous colonial planners refrain from venturing too far
into the political, legal and social implications of their
schemes.

The cliche "self-government" is no answer to the questions
what kind of Government? what system of law? what patterns
of ethics ? what quality and standards of cultural values will the
new colonial society have ? But this is the crucial question to an
anthropologist. He can testify from observation that equality
in a state of common material poverty, dirt and danger from
disease, where it goes with equality of rights and duties and
deeply held common cultural values is not a disorganizing force
in society. On the other hand, a high average standard of living
and health, where it is associated with wide discrepancies of
wealth, political power, and social privilege, in a society lacking
vital common purposes and values, may have results only too
lamentably familiar from our own history.

Economic development may be regarded as an end in itself,
with the implicit assumption that the social structure most
appropriate for every stage of economic progress will, with a
little guidance here and there, crystallize out in the historical
process. It is as well, then, to be aware in advance of the price
that will certainly have to be paid for this. If, on the other hand,
raising the standard of living in the colonies is regarded as a
means to social and political ends, it is desirable that these ends